CHAPTER VI
THE  GOREMYKINE  CABINET
AS was to be expected, the Douma not only adopted
from the start an attitude bitterly hostile to the
Government, but showed plainly a determination to go
beyond the prerogatives accorded by the charter of 1905.
This was first manifested in the 'proposed reply to the
address from the throne, prepared by a committee of
thirty-three members, all belonging to the Opposition.
This reply embodied almost point by point the electoral
programme of the Cadet party, comprising the suppres-
sion of the Council of the Empire, ministerial respon-
sibility to the Douma, universal suffrage, abrogation of
all exceptional laws and all class privilege, absolute liberty
of conscience, public meetings and the Press, abolition
of capital punishment, etc. The agrarian question was
treated in the most radical fashion, even to the dis-
tribution to the peasants of all the crown and convent
domains and the forced expropriation of a part of the
knds in private ownership. It further affirmed the
principle of full and entire amnesty for all political crimes
and misdemeanours. The discussion of the proposed
i*eply lasted a week and terminated in a particularly excit-
ing night session, in the course of which the best orators
of the Cadet party, like Messrs. Petrounkevitch and Rodit-
pronounced inflammatory discourses reproaching